WHY HAVE AN ENDOWMENT FUND?

Should our church establish a permanent endowment?

An endowment fund is a good way for your church to say:

· We believe in the future of this church.
· We want to be guided in our stewardship by the belief that all we have is a trust from God.
· We want to build a sense of permanence in what we do.
· We want to be good stewards as a "church family" even as we expect each member to be a good steward.
· We want to "go the extra mile" in providing services and programs that formerly (due to budget constraints) were only dreams.
· We want to create a heritage that future generations can celebrate as joyfully as we celebrate our rich heritage today.

Endowment gifts are set aside by the church in a special fund. The gift never goes away, but remains intact with only the earnings used.  A gift in perpetuity with the corpus restricted.

Do you have a Dream for your church?

The setting up of an endowment fund is a clear statement to the congregation

 that the church is preparing itself for the mission of the future.

The existence of an endowment fund will especially encourage deferred gifts to the church that might otherwise have been given to other charities which have permanent endowment funds in place.  

People have both a need and a desire to give. Some want to give now and see the effects of their gift. Others want to give so that their gift will keep on giving long after they are gone. 

Endowment funds provide donors an opportunity to:

· Make a permanent gift from lifetime assets

· Provide on-going support for a favorite ministry

· Leave a legacy which will be remembered over time

Endowment funds encourage members to remember the congregation through their wills and other legacy gifts. Since an endowment fund keeps the principal in perpetuity, many people give to a congregation’s endowment fund because they know that their gift will continue to provide for the congregation’s ministry for as long as the congregation exists.

