Requirements of The Book of Discipline, 2008 for the Formation

and Ministry of a Permanent Endowment Fund

(Paragraphs 2528.3, 2532.5, 2533)

A Charge Conference may establish a permanent endowment fund committee for the purpose of receiving, administering and investing gifts, bequests and trust funds in conformity with the laws of the State of Texas and in keeping with Guidelines approved by the Charge Conference.

In carrying out its duties and responsibilities the permanent endowment fund committee shall:

1. Follow the Guidelines adopted by the Charge Conference.  Following each General Conference the Charge Conference shall make any required changes in the planned giving and/or endowment fund documents.

2. Give consideration to the placement of endowment funds with a United Methodist Foundation for administration and investment.

3. Invest in institutions, companies, corporations or funds in accordance with the Social Principles of the United Methodist Church and report annually to the Charge Conference regarding the carrying out of this responsibility.

4. Emphasize the need for adults of all ages to have a will and estate plan and provide information on the preparation of these to the members of the congregation.

5. Stress the opportunities for church members and constituents to give to United Methodist churches, institutions, agencies and causes through wills, annuities, trusts, life insurance, memorials, and various types of property.

6. Make available information on living wills, trusts and powers of attorney.

7. Give careful attention to the election of trustees to ensure that there is no conflict of interest.
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