Suggestions for Creating Appealing Permanent Endowment Fund Brochures

The sample church endowment fund brochures you received from your Texas Methodist Foundation development officer can be tailored to suit your congregation’s individual needs. To access the files, click on the attachment forwarded to you by email and save the Word documents to an appropriate space on your hard drive.  

The files you received contain a letter-sized brochure with basic information, and a legal-sized document that includes a form endowment fund supporters can detach and mail in. Use the brochure most appropriate for your congregation.

Make your brochure more original by incorporating these ideas: 

· If you have access to a color printer, you may want to use your church’s own color scheme or a distinctive color palette chosen to represent your endowment fund program. You might consider using color for headings, text that you want to highlight (such as bible verses or quotes) and borders. Use color carefully, considering the tone of the brochure and the audience, and make sure that it coordinates with your church logo and any other graphical elements incorporated into the brochure.

· If you do not have access to a color printer, the brochure is designed to print nicely in black and white. You might consider using colored paper in a light color to make the brochure more distinctive. Generally, a 24 lb. or 28 lb. paper (available at office supply stores) will fold into a nicer brochure when compared with plain 20 lb. copy paper.

· Substituting photos and bible verses pertaining to your own church for the stock photos and verse provided in the sample brochures can be a great way to personalize your publication. If you are printing in color, make sure photos coordinate with your color scheme. When printing in black and white, use photos that reproduce well. Some photos are too dark and will not print clearly in black and white. All photos should be sharp and in focus.

· Changing fonts, particularly on the cover, is another way to personalize your brochure. If your church has chosen a specific font to use for its name on an ongoing basis, that identity can be conveyed on the cover when you replace “First United Methodist Church” with your congregation’s own name. The fonts used throughout the brochure are Times New Roman and Arial, which are basic fonts most computers and printers will recognize.
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