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First United Methodist Church Endowment Fund































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Do you have a dream for our church?





PLANNED GIFTS


 FOR FUTURE


 MINISTRIES 














Insert church logo here





FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH





To further discuss these and other gift opportunities, please contact: 





    �














  








First United Methodist Church


1111 Main Street


Somewhere, TX 77777


512-555-1212








Realizing dreams for your church . . .








Many of us have dreams for our church. Some have visions for youth programs or local outreach ministries. For others, the dream might include provisions for church building maintenance or an expansion of the church’s music program.





In most churches, the interest is there, but funds are limited. Planned gifts can help make these dreams a reality by providing the necessary financial resources.





This is not a new, untried approach. For years now, people have helped make their dreams come true for their churches through sound financial planning, including planned gifts.





What is a planned gift?





A planned gift is any gift, large or small, given with forethought. A planned gift to our church is a financial gift structured to serve the needs of the church as well as the giver. A planned gift may take the form of an outright gift during your lifetime, a bequest through your will or other estate plan, a trust, or a life income gift.





These gifts usually come from accumulated assets such as personal property, real estate, stocks, bonds, life insurance policies, cash, or other assets of tangible value. Often these gifts can be structured to take advantage of allowable income and estate tax incentives. 














Why is my gift important?





Most importantly, your gift of whatever size enhances the ministry of your church and provides funds that supplement the finances available to the church. These funds are in addition to those received for the general operating budget. Your gift may provide ministries or programs that otherwise would not be possible. It may also be used for building maintenance or capital improvements. 





Secondly, your generosity provides a feeling of satisfaction in knowing you have included your church in your personal financial plan. You can give back to God a portion of the gifts that have blessed your life. The gift planning process is both an act of stewardship and a step of faith in our spiritual journey as we continue to reflect Christ’s love and to trust in the abundance of God’s grace.








     	














  Making a gift:








Undesignated Gift: One option is to make an undesignated gift which allows your church the flexibility to meet the needs of changing ministries. The gift could be used for expenses, for a current program or perhaps for community ministries. Or you may wish to make your gift to a permanent endowment fund that uses only the earnings for the future needs of the church.





Designated Gift: As a second option, you can designate how you want the funds to be used. You may want your gift to support or create a specific ministry, provide a needed building, or remodel an existing one. Your choices are as varied as your interests.





If you choose the second option, make sure your gift is large enough to accomplish the goal you have designated. Also discuss your wishes with your pastor or the chairperson of the Trustee Committee to make sure your interests are in line with the needs and direction of your church. 








You can decide what and how much to give, as well as when you want to give. 








You can be as specific or as nonspecific as you wish.














The information provided in this brochure is of a general and informative nature, and does not constitute advice, legal or otherwise. Through careful estate planning, you can attain your objectives for providing for loved ones as well as for United Methodist missions and ministries. Please consult your attorney or financial advisor for estate planning advice before you take any action.





Outright Gifts





What are they?


Cash


Appreciated Securities


Personal Property


Appreciated Real Estate


Life Insurance





Is it for me?


For anyone seeking to make a gift for ministry while qualifying for tax savings.





Revocable Gifts





What are they?


Gifts made through your will, retirement plan, insurance policy and bank, brokerage and other accounts that can be changed





Is it for me?


For those who need assets during their lifetime but want to make a significant commitment now. 





Irrevocable Gifts





What are they?


Charitable Gift Annuity, Charitable Remainder Unitrust, Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust, Charitable Lead Trust, Retained Life Estate





Is it for me?


For those age 65 or older who want to receive lifetime benefits. 





Ways to Give
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Insert church photo here














The Texas Methodist Foundation


11709 Boulder Lane, Suite 100


Austin, Texas 76726


800/933-5502     512/331-9971








