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GIFTS OF STOCK, BONDS, MUTUAL FUNDS, AND REAL ESTATE
1. Under current laws, appreciated securities and real estate may be deductible for income tax purposes at their current fair market value.  In most cases, the appreciation is not taxed to you at all.  Consider using these gifts to fulfill your pledge, to make a special gift, or toward establishing an endowment.

2. If you plan to leave your home to the church following your death, you can transfer the property now and still maintain use of it as long as you life.  A current income tax deduction is available for the value of such gifts to the church.

3. Stocks and bonds make excellent gifts to your church.  You may be entitled to special tax considerations if you give these securities to the church during your lifetime. 

4. If you are a stockholder in a closely held corporation, consider having the corporation make a gift to your church.  Like individuals, corporations qualify for tax deductions for charitable gifts.

5. Some corporations have programs to match gifts (dollar for dollar) that are made to charities by their employees and retirees.  This is a way of greatly increasing your gift to the charity. (While most corporations do not match gifts to local churches, they may match gifts that help further the ministries of your local church.) 

6. Real estate offers excellent opportunities for giving to your church.  Consider a gift of land, a condominium, commercial property, home, farm, or other types of real estate.  You may be able to avoid capital gains taxes and also be entitled to an income tax deduction for the fair market value of the property at the time the gift is made.

7. Consider making a gift of your personal residence or family farm now and continuing to live there until your death.  An immediate income tax deduction may be available for this arrangement.  At your death the property would be available for church use or sold to benefit ministries of your church.

8. Consider giving the use of your property to your heirs for the duration of their lives, but having the property at their death pass to the church as a family memorial.  After the property has met family needs, it will then support the mission and ministry of your church.
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