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TRUSTS AND ENDOWMENTS
1. Permanent endowments are gifts that keep on giving.  If the endowment agreement states that the principal shall never be invaded and that income is paid out to support a designated cause through your church, then your gift is “forever.”

2. Trusts allow you to make a gift to your church in the future.  You may set up the trust now and keep the income for yourself or other beneficiaries as long as you choose, or for life.  The church will receive the property after that.  There are special tax benefits for these kinds of trusts.

3. Charitable Remainder Trusts allow you to make a gift to your church while retaining income from the gifted asset during your lifetime (and that of your spouse).  If the trust is funded with appreciated property, capital gains taxes may be avoided.  There will also be a significant current income tax deduction at the time the trust is created.

4. Consider making a gift to your church to fund an endowment in memory of a family member or special friend.   Feel free to discuss with your pastor or other appropriate church leader any special programs or projects you would like to be supported by this endowment.

5. What about an endowment established in the name of your family?  Your family name will live on in the life of your church.  Other family members might also consider contributing.  The endowment could support a special ministry of your church that has been especially meaningful for your family.
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